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SUBJECT: US-REGISTERED AIRCRAFT CRASHES IN BOTSWANA 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: BOTSWANA CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT 

HAS INFORMED EMBASSY OF FEBRUARY 27 CRASH OF AMERICAN-REGISTERED 
PIPER ARCHER N1 165H IN KALAHARI DESERT. PILOT PAUL CRANDALL, 

WHO WAS FERRYING ARICRAFT FROM FT. LAUDERDALE, FLA. TO SOUTH AFRICA 
FOR PIPER CORPORATION, WAS FOUND ON FEBRUARY 28 AND BROUGHT TO GAB 
ORONE MARCH 1 BY SOUTH AFRICAN AIR FORCE HELICOPTER. CRANDALL WAS 
TREATED FOR MINOR INJURIES AND SHOCK AND RELEASED LATER 
MARCH 1. HE IS NOW IN JOHANNESBURG. 

2. ACCORDING TO CIVIL AVIATION OFFICIALS, CRANDALL ADMITTED 
THAT HE WAS FLYING TOO LOW. OFFICIALS WERE CONVINCED THIS 
WAS CASE BECAUSE THEY SAY CRANDALL HIT GIRAFFE WHICH HE HAD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 GABORO 00528 041536Z 

BEEN FILMING. GIRAFFE DECEASED. EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW WHAT 
WILL BE DONE WITH DAMAGED PLANE. 

3. NOTE: THIS CONTRASTS WITH SOUTH AFRICAN NEWSPAPER STORY 
IN WHICH CRANDALL STATES THE ENGINE QUIT AT HEIGHT OF 4500 
METERS. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, CRANDALL, A PROFESSIONAL AIRCRAFT 
FERRY PILOT, HAD MADE 39 PERVIOUS DELIVERY TRIPS TO SOUTH AFRICA 
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AND HAD NEVER HAD ACCIDNET IN 6000 HOURS OF FLYING TIME. 

4. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: PIPER OFFICIALS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA BECAME WORRIED WHEN PLANE WAS OVERDUE AND CONTACTED 
SAG WHICH IN TURN NOTIFIED GOB. BOTSWANA OWNS NO AIRCRAFT 
AND HAS VERY LIMITED AIRSEARCH CAPABILITIES WITH CHARTERED 
PLANS. THEREFORE, ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS, GOB MADE 
POLITICALLY SENSITIVE DECISION TO ALLOW SOUTH AFRICAN AIR FORCE 
PLANES AND HELICOPTER TO CONDUCT SEARCH OUT OF GABORONE. 
EMBASSY HAS ACKNOWLEDGED DIFFICULTY OF THIS DECISON FOR GOB, 
AND HAS THANKED OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT FOR ITS CONCERN ABOUT 
AMERICAN CITIZEN. 

NORLAND 
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